Northern Wisconsin married couple infected with blastomycosis.
Blastomycosis is an uncommon, chronic, granulomatous disease caused by the dimorphic fungus Blastomycosis dermatitidis. The great majority of infections start with primary pulmonary involvement through inhalation of spores. Hematogenous dissemination to other sites occurs in 25% to 30% of cases. The most common secondary site is the skin, followed in order by bone, genitourinary system, and central venous system. We report 2 cases of blastomycosis originating in a husband and wife who were both symptomatic and diagnosed with blastomycosis within 4 months of each other. One presented with pulmonary symptoms, the other with cutaneous symptoms. These 2 cases of husband and wife are of interest not only because of their rarity but also because of the potential mode of transmission.